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November 27, 2006

Professor Felix Gradstein

Chairman, International Commission on Stratigraphy

Museum for Geology and Paleontology

Boks 1172 Blindern

N-0316 Oslo

Norway

Dear Professor Gradstein:

Dr. Zhang Hongren, President of IUGS, forwarded to me your letter of September 2006, with a request that I respond on behalf of INQUA. The INQUA Executive Committee has discussed your recommendation for a new Task Force on the Quaternary; this letter expresses our unanimous viewpoint.

At the outset, I’d like to state that I, like you, desire to resolve the long-standing matter of status of the Quaternary in the Geological Time Scale in a way that is acceptable to IUGS, ICS, and INQUA. INQUA is also in agreement with ICS that the formalization of the Quaternary as a sub-era, to use your words, ”violates the perceived need for a strict hierarchy of formal geologic time units.” Lastly, we are in agreement with ICS that the base of the Quaternary should be defined at the base of the Pliocene Gelasian Stage GSSP at ca. 2.6 Ma. We thus should take heart that we have made progress and are in agreement on several points that formerly were points of contention. It is obvious to INQUA that the dialogue with ICS must continue.

I believe the best way to continue this dialogue is directly between INQUA and ICS. However, we do not support the ICS action to establish a new task force operating under a IGCP project for the following reasons.
First, INQUA was not consulted on the establishment of the proposed new task force. The task force was presented to us as a fait accompli, with a membership defined by ICS (Drs. Brad Pillans, Phil Heckel, and Alexey Tersakov). While Brad clearly had the best interests of INQUA

in mind when he accepted the ICS invitation, we consider that our union should have been directly involved in the establishment of such a task force.
Second, INQUA has no defined role or mandate in the work of the task force. ICS, by establishing this body without consultation, has bypassed INQUA on an issue of utmost importance to the Union. You can well imagine that this action has upset us. INQUA is a member of the International Council for Science at the same level as IUGS. By virtue of its position in ICSU, INQUA represents Quaternary scientists at the international level. The Quaternary is our period of Earth time; we have reached a consensus on its preferred position within the Geological Time Scale; and we insist on being fully involved in further discussions on the matter. We understand ICS rules and accept the fact that the changes that meet our needs cannot be not be made until at least 2008. INQUA is patient, but it insists on being fully involved in continuing dialogue as a full partner in the discussions.
Third, we believe that Quaternary scientists are the best people to make decisions about the status of the Quaternary. We cannot support a committee dominated (two out of three) by scientists without a background in and full understanding of our period (please do not misinterpret this statement as being disparaging to the committee members; INQUA has the highest respect for Drs. Heckel and Tesakov as scientists).
Given INQUA’s concerns, may I suggest an alternative strategy for continuing the dialogue between the Union and ICS? I suggest that we reestablish the joint ICS-INQUA Quaternary Task Force to (1) review the Quaternary issue, (2) formulate a plan that will, once and for all, resolve the status of the Quaternary, and (3) report through INQUA and ICS to IUGS at the International Geological Congress in Oslo in 2008. The task force should have an equal number of ISC and INQUA members, appointed by their respective organisations, and a mutually acceptable independent chairman. I further suggest that INQUA and IUGS jointly cover the costs of one or two meetings of this committee prior the IGC 2008. Perhaps the joint group might meet at the INQUA Congress in Cairns, Australia in the summer of 2007.
Sincerely,
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John Clague, President INQUA

On behalf of the INQUA Executive Committee:

cc.  James G. Ogg, Secretary General ICS
Stanley Finney, Vice Chairman ICS
Zhang Hongren, President IUGS

Peter Bobrowsky, Secretary General IUGS

      Phil Gibbard, President ICS Subcommission on Quaternary Stratigraphy
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