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The newly defined international scale for the Neogene-Quaternary (ratified in 2010) is presented.
The history of its development and the strong debates that preceded its approval, the different
positions of the International Commission on Stratigraphy’s Neogene/Quaternary Subcommissions
and the ‘status quo’ position, as well as the final decision in favour of adherents of the lowering the
Quaternary base are summarised. This review is based on several papers, including those published
in Episodes, by courtesy of the chief editor of that journal and Professor Philip Gibbard, one of the
main initiators of changes adopted. Although welcoming all the participants’ opinions, provoking
considerable attention to this important challenge, the authors nevertheless consider that the ‘status
quo’ position most corresponded to the current state of knowledge. They indicate their doubts
concerning the leading arguments based on the ‘principles’ of climatic stratigraphy in the
Quaternary and particularly its use for determination of the Quaternary base. This diminishes the
basic temporal framework of the Phanerozoic that reflects the evolution of the biosphere, and
combined today with chronology of radioactive decay. This framework, which results from a
unidirectional evolutionary development, provides the universal basis for different geological
events, including climatic oscillations. In the authors’ opinion the new scale remains as
controversial as that it replaced. This is because it gives rise to new complexities associated with its
application to individual national stratigraphical schemes, maps and other geological practices.

Abstract translated by A.Matoshko & P.L.Gibbard.
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